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Caroline Ventura leaves flowers Wednesday near a bike path that was the scene of a deadly terrorist attack the day before in Manhattan. 


NYC ATTACK 


Suspect charged with terror 


~~ Jewel Samad/AFP/Getty Images 


New York City police officers search for evidence Wednesday. 


Feds say Uzbek man 
responded to IS call 


By Colleen Long 
and Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Federal pros- 
ecutors brought terrorism 
charges Wednesday against 
the Uzbek immigrant accused 
in the truck rampage that left 
eight people dead, saying he 
was spurred to attack by the 


Islamic State group’s online 
calls to action and picked Hal- 
loween because he figured 
streets would be extra 
crowded. 

Even as he lay wounded in 
the hospital from police gun- 
fire, Sayfullo Saipov asked to 
display IS’s flag in his room 
and said “he felt good about 
what he had done,” prosecu- 
tors said in court papers. 

Mr. Saipov, 29, was brought 
to court in a wheelchair to face 
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Consumers urged to shop 


around for best ACA plans 


Open enrollment 
period is underway 


By Steve Twedt 
and Kris B. Mamula 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Enrollment opened Wednes- 
day for the government’s Af- 
fordable Care Act marketplace, 
and most Pennsylvanians can 
find a plan costing less than $75 
a month, despite double-digit 
premium increases approved 


by the state, a Philadelphia- 
based advocacy group said. 

Low-cost insurance premi- 
ums are possible because finan- 
cial assistance is still available 
for people earning between 100 
percent and 400 percent of the 
federal poverty level, or up to 
$81,680 for a family of three, ac- 
cording to the Pennsylvania 
Health Access Network. 

PHAN Director Antoinette 
Kraus is encouraging people 


SEE ACA, PAGE A-4 
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NOVEM BER RAIN 4 woman shields herself from the rain as she 


walks past a flower mural Wednesday along Penn Avenue in Garfield. 


Former Macy’s/Kaufmann’s store to transform into futuristic apartments 


By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


From the grand old dame of de- 
partment stores to the Jetsons — 
that’s what a Philadelphia developer 
is cooking up at the former Macy’s/ 


Core Realty is teaming with 
Amazon and its Alexa technology 
to offer what it is calling a fully in- 
tegrated, voice command operat- 
ing system for the 311 apartments 
it has under construction at the 
former department store at Fifth 


With a short command, resi- 
dents will be able to brew coffee, 
lower the shades, turn on the TV, 
adjust the temperature, or make 
reservations for the rooftop ten- 
nis courts — all without getting 
out of bed. 


president and CEO, said the sys- 
tem is a first for Pittsburgh and 
one of the first in the country as a 
whole. It takes the one-time shop- 
ping mecca from the “Flintstones 
to the Jetsons,” he mused. 


FINAL 


State audit 
finds big 


problems 


at PWSA 


Report makes 17 


recommendations 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Pennsylvania’s top fiscal watch- 
dog urged rapid changes in both 
oversight and financial manage- 
ment at the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority, pressing Wed- 
nesday for a more independent 
board and tighter business prac- 
tices. 

“The average, everyday Pitts- 
burgher wants clean water and a 
bill they can afford to pay. And the 
current structure of the authority 
cannot meet these two very basic 
desires,” state Auditor General 
Eugene DePasquale said Down- 
town in introducing a broad audit 
of PWSA. 

Both City Council and the au- 
thority board sought the review as 
city leaders examine PWSA’s wide- 
spread service failures and how to 
reorganize the agency. More than 
300,000 people rely on its water and 
sewer infrastructure, which the 
city leases to PWSA under arrange- 
ments that began in 1984. 

Mr. DePasquale blamed the 
setup — namely an updated agree- 
ment in 1995 — for putting PWSA 
“on a collision course of financial 


SEE PWSA, PAGE A-4 


Concerns over 
ethics prompt 
changes to 


asthma study 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A federally funded University 
of Pittsburgh research project, 
testing whether children with 
asthma attacks benefit from high 
doses of vitamin D, will be altered 
following complaints from an out- 
side researcher that the study was 
unethical. 

Bruce Davidson, a pulmonary 
and critical care researcher in Se- 
attle who helped conduct a similar 
study with children in Qatar, was 
bothered that the study Pitt con- 
ducted out of Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC and three 
other U.S. sites was proposing to 
give half of the 400 participants 
who already have low vitamin D 
levels a placebo with no vitamin D 
for a year. 

“Tt is unethical to treat children 
known to be deficient in vitamin D 
with placebo,” Dr. Davidson wrote 
in a letter in August to the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, a 
division of the National Institutes 
of Health. The NIH is providing 
$2.3 million in funding over three 
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